Section 6

FRANCE AND ITALY

At bottom it is a small number of rare Frenchmen to whom I return again
and again: I believe only in French education and consider everything else in
Europe that calls itself "education" as a misunderstanding, to say nothing of
German education.. . , The few cases of high education I have found in
Germany are all of French origin. . . .

FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE, Eccs Ho?r.o.

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

Having no doubt as to the superiority of the German over the Latin
races, Germany has never concealed her contempt for France and Italy.
But there was a certain difference in her attitude to these two nations:
Italy was merely slighted and scorned^ whereas Germans always felt
a profound hatred for France as 'the secular enemy\ This hatred has
found its most extreme expression in Mein Kampf. But sometimes
Germans took into account the possibility which^ since the end of June
1940, they have been seeking to make a reality^ namely that a defeated
and impotent France could be drawn into the work of building up a new
German order in Europe^ in which she would be allotted the subordinate
position of Germany^ vassal.

Perhaps Bismarck most crushingly expressed the German hatred for
France in his phrase: 'The French must be left only their eyes to weep
with.'

The German estimate of the Italians' military virtues seems to have
been justified^ in view of events in the present war. But it is impossible
to resist a smile on finding such an estimate among the writers of a nation
which has twice committed the same error of basing its security partly on
an Italian alliance.
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